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“Is It Possible?”
Psalm 19:1-4, 7-9, 5-14; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 January 24, 2016

As people of creative imagination, we live somewhere 
between the possible and the impossible. Where would we 
be without the dreamers throughout history who figured 
out how to make a better widget, a stone arch, microchip, or 
wings that fly? They have made seemingly impossible ideas 
possible. We marvel at the creativity of  a Plato, DaVinci, 
Galileo, Shakespeare, Mozart, the Wright brothers, Thomas 
Edison, George Washington Carver, Albert Einstein, and 
Picasso to name a few. Over the centuries, gifted artists, 
thinkers, scientists and inventors have helped us see and 
realize new possibilities for human life in the world.

The Bible gives us an image of what God calls the church 
to be. In Corinthians, we see the creative imagination 
of God giving us something that has never before been 
imagined. God imagines a spiritual community, the body 
of Christ, moving together in harmony and yet composed 
of many different members with a wide array of gifts. Given 
the long and sometimes tragic history of the church, we may 
wonder if this is just an impossible dream. Is it possible? 

In the human undertaking to be the church of Jesus 
Christ, we have made a lot of mistakes along the way. When 
the Emperor Constantine embraced Christianity in the 
4th century, the church emerged from its hiding places in 
the Roman Empire. The church flourished. Sometimes the 
church tried to dominate politics, control society and use 
coercive power to achieve its goals. At times the church 
embraced unholy aims. As magnificent buildings rose, it 
was easy to think of the church as a structure. The church 
became a place to go rather than something to be. As the 
church began to become more organized and take on more 
programs and projects, it could be hard at times to tell the 
difference between the church and a civic organization or 
a charitable foundation. When controversies erupted, the 
church became fragmented. At times people who disagree 
over theology, the interpretation of the Bible, the role of 
women, or social issues leave the church to form new 
churches. The danger is becoming a “single issue church” of 
like-minded people. This is far from what God intends. 

The church is not a building; the church is not a 

government; the church is not a civic club; the church is not 
a collection of people who agree on everything. The church 
is the body of Christ. Paul writes in Ephesians, “So then 
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens 
with the saints and also members of the household of God, 
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone” (2:20). You 
cannot be a Christian alone. We need one another to be the 
church together. In Corinthians, Paul describes the church 
as one body with many members. We have become used to 
the metaphor of thinking of a group of people as one body.  
Paul is speaking of the various body parts composing one 
human body. Paul says, “Now you are the body of Christ 
and individually members of it” (12:27). The members are 
like parts of the body: the head, the feet, the hands, the eyes 
and the ears. No one part can function alone. What is a 
hand apart from the body? When all the parts assume their 
appropriate roles and function together, then the one body 
is useful and whole. Each part is to care for the wellbeing 
of the other. Paul goes on to say that the parts we consider 
less important are to be treated with greater respect. Each 
part is essential to the healthy functioning of the whole. We 
know from Paul’s letters that the Corinthian church was far 
from realizing God’s dreams. 

Is it possible to be the church that God intends? No and 
yes. It is not possible for the church to be the church God 
intends when we rely on our own strength, wisdom and 
power. When we think that we alone are right and our way 
is the only way, we fall into the sins of pride and arrogance.  
When we think that what we do and what we want is more 
important than what others do and what others want, then 
we fall into the sin of self-righteousness and self-deception. 
In these and in many other ways, we fail to realize God’s 
dreams for the church.

When we rely on the Spirit, we may become the beautiful 
and whole body of Christ that God intends. Long ago when 
the returning exiles were struggling to rebuild the temple 
in Jerusalem, the Lord said to the prophet Zechariah, “Not 
by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, says the Lord of 
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hosts” (4:6). When we dream what it takes to build up 
the body of Christ, we hear those same words spoken to 
us: “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, says 
the Lord of hosts” (4:6). When we rely on the Spirit of 
God as the source and power of our life together, then the 
impossible becomes possible. 

I want to lift up three dimensions of what it means to be 
the church God imagines. 

In the power of the Spirit we can imagine what it is to 
be a spiritual community. We are the body of Christ not 
because of any remarkable goodness or astonishing talent 
in us, but because of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the 
Church. We are joined together by the Holy Spirit and 
held together by the Spirit’s power. Worship is the central 
moment in the life of the church when we see ourselves in 
relationship to God  and one another most clearly. We are 
created to glorify God and to love one another. Through 
the Scriptures we come to know God; in the sacraments of 
baptism and communion we have visible demonstrations 
of God’s unmerited grace and God’s sustaining love. What 
we receive in worship, we put into practice in our daily 
living so that others may see Christ’s presence in us and we 
may see Christ in them. 

Dr. John Buchanan, the former pastor of Fourth 
Presbyterian Church in Chicago, has written, “There is 
work to be done by Christian people who love the church 
because it is God’s precious creation and who want the 
church not merely to survive…but actually to be the body of 
Christ; actually to convey the transcendence and mystery 
of God; actually to show the world what community looks 
like; actually to help men and women give their lives away, 
and in the process, save their lives” (p.86, A New Church for 
a New World). In the power of the Spirit such community 
is a real possibility.

Let us imagine what it is to be a missional community. 
We are nurtured within the life of the church so that we 
may go out and share God’s love with others. The church 
does not exist for itself, but it exists for the sake the world. 
Presbyterians have always emphasized the truth that every 
Christian has a calling, a sacred vocation, to witness to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ through the work we do and how we 
live our lives each day. As a part of the whole body of Christ, 
we as a congregation are making significant steps forward 
in our understanding of being a missional church.  Our 
service work and our benevolent giving continue to grow. 
Some years ago the Session set a goal of designating 50% of 
all contributions to the church for mission and benevolent 

giving. This is a real goal that we can reach for the work of 
Christ in the world. The goal is not only that we give our 
resources, but that we give ourselves, our time and our abilities 
to making Christ known in the world. Through our ministry 
teams, more and more of our members are using their gifts to 
serve Christ in mission and growing spiritually together with 
other team members into the one body of Christ. 

Let us imagine what it is to be a kingdom community that 
anticipates the coming kingdom of God. In this way, all that 
we are and all that we do point to Christ’s reign of justice, 
love and peace. When we turn our faces to the coming 
kingdom, then we begin to resemble that for which we long. 
According to our Book of Order, one of the great ends of the 
church is to be “an exhibition of the kingdom of heaven to 
the world.” A kingdom community is a community of hope. 
We hope for what we do not yet see. Our hope is based upon 
the promises of God and not upon carefully calculated odds 
of success or failure. We are concerned with being faithful to 
Christ’s vision of a kingdom community in which the future 
is present and visible now. In the power of the Spirit, the 
impossible becomes possible. 

We are the many members of Christ’s body. Some are 
here with us and some have gone before us to the church 
triumphant. Some live in distant lands, speak other languages 
and worship God in different ways. We have gathered here 
today to worship. We look back and remember those who 
have gone before us and whose imagination has made the 
impossible possible. We look forward to sharing life together 
and dreaming the dreams of God for the church in the years 
to come. God imagines us to be a spiritual community, a 
missional community and a kingdom community.  We are 
many members, but one body together - united in Christ 
and living in the power of the Spirit.

So, is it possible? Yes, it is.


